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for Javanese Gamelan and Organ

Commissioned for the Twelfth World Congress of the
International Musicological Society
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In Celebration of Golden Rain was written to celebrate the gift of a
magnificent gamelan given to the University of California at
Berkeley by Samuel Scripps. It inaugurated the 12th World Congress
of the International Musicolocgical Society, whose theme was East/
West interdisciplinary studies. From this topic came the idea of
combining the gamelan, in both Pelog and Slendro tunings, with a
Western instrument, the pipe organ, in equal temperament. The
challenge of such a combination was as fascinating as it was vexing.
For the gamelan and the organ are in many ways complementary
opposites (East/West?), the one being many instruments consceived as
one; the other being one enormous instrument capable of almost
infinite subdivision and synthesis into smaller "instruments." There
is a sense of totality about each. The supposed conflict between
tunings seems to vanish if one views them as subject to the same
acoustic laws rather than from an arbitrary theoretical basis, and
their symbiosis yields sub-rhythms of interference waves (beats),
transients, and microtones.

In an almost Asian sense, the organ is the host, the gamelan the
guest. Their initial interchanges are marked by a quiet, elegant
formality, and not until mid-point does the gamelan "accept" by
moving slowly toward the chiming, layered patterns of its
traditional mode of playing. The organ is then pulled into the
sound-world of the gamelan: its final entry may be seen in two ways:
as an enormous expansion in time of a single gong stroke, and as an
element of (characteristically Western?) dynamism which seeks
completely to overpower the gamelan. For its own part, the gamelan
does not rise to the challenge, and the organ finally subsides.

In Celebration of Golden Rain could not have come into being without
the generous advice and support of many, including Lou Harrison,
Jody Diamond, Daniel Schmidt, Mantle Hood, Bonnie Wade, Ernst Heins
of the Jaap Kunst Institute in Amsterdam, and University Organist

Lawrence Moe, whose idea it all was.

Richard Felciano

in Celebration of Golden Rain is recorded on Cambridge CRS 2540; and
is available directly trom the composer at the Music Department,
University of Calitornia, Berkeley CA 94720.
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PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS

Passages are cued, conducted (metered), or both. In cued passages,
the player proceeds on his own at the indicated tempo (J= 60 unless
otherwise indicated in the first half of the piece; generallyJd = 50
in the second half); however, since all instruments are usually in
the same tempo, a basic ensemble pulse will generally be felt and
can be helped, if necessary, by the conductor beating a simple,

unmetered pulse.
l

cue | = coordinate
r——% |
_ cue this part
[ _ l ignnre.this part

[: J coordinate the cue with this part

Boxed material is to be repeated until a new instruction is given

or a dropout cue occurs. Boxes may contain metric signatures
T :
and tempo indications lh Ja50 J or simply single notes or
groups: [ J‘ :] = repeat, leaving irregular pauses between
repetitions
[‘P P P P ] = move between pitches at will, leaving
irregular pauses between

A box may also contain specific instructions as to its performance.

\f = caesura; momentary articulative pause between phrases or
sections. Actual duration up to conductor (probably ca. 2").

Parenthetical notes at page beginnings indicate continuing material
slash = as fast as possible

parenthetical note denotes limit of glissando; it is not
struck independently.

J/T»(‘)
3 ;‘.‘_] = with the fingernail

Use normal gamelan mallets unless otherwise indicated.
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Muffling

d 4

*Q* = normal gamelan muffle: muffle first note when striking
j second.

'¢* = mallet muffle; at end of stroke, mallet stays in contact

with instrument -- thus one stroke per note.

hand muffle after striking (except bonang: mallet muffle
after striking -- thus two strokes per note).

$4’7

= progressive muffle toward center of played area.

muffle first note with hand when striking second; mallet
J muffle second at time of stroke.

Pitch Organ pitches are in equal temperament. Gamelan pitches are

those of Kyai Hudan Mas, which are approximately as follows:

Sléndro: e — Pélog: ' : m——
4¥;%E#R;Irh=dEE;E l .

Thus it is assumed that B-flat in the organ part and B-flat in the
gamelan part indicate two different fregquencies, and the score
makes use of these differences to create beat patterns and the
like. Similarly, indications in the gamelan part such as "whole
step, minor third" are to be understood in terms of the gamelan and
not of equal temperament.

Accidentals are chosen for ease of notation; e.g. no distinction is
made between A-sharp and B-flat.

The organ part is played legato unless otherwise indicated.

i
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