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GAMELAN SON OF LION

Ba;bara Benary Rosalie Donatelli Peter Griggs
Ir}s Brooks Rhea Gaisner Larry Polansky
Philip Corner Daniel Goode

Holly Staver

Gamelan Son of Lion is a New York based ensemble specializing
in new music written by Americans for Javanese instruments.
This group plays a variety of gongs and metallophones that

were built in America by composer-ethnomusicologist Barbara
Benary.

The name 'Son of Lion" traditionally belongs to the set of
instruments, not only the players. These are iron-keyed; the
red-and-white instruments are tuned in slendro, a pentatonic
mode, and the brown—-and-red instruments are tuned in pelog, a
seven tone scale something like D-minor. In Indonesia however,
every set of instruments is tuned uniquely. Thus neither of
these scales can be readily reproduced on a piano. In addition
to the gongs and metallophones, other instruments may be added

to the ensemble such as flute, zither, voices, or oOccasionally
western instruments.



The American composers who have contributed to the program
have been inspired in some way by the sounds and/or structures

£ Igdonesian music. Such a synthesis is in the Spirit-of both
Ameglca and Java, since in the latter country there is an
active interest in new musical experimentation as well as pre-
servation of the traditional repertoire. The program includes
a representation of various trends in minimal and procedural
music such as have evolved in the post-Cage period.

"I thought at first it was Java (I wanted to do in my way what
I could learn from their way of music making.) but it is be-
ginning to appear that the instruments themselves know what
they want. (I sense that.) Then it would be that out there in
the Pacific they came to it first. And what is the "it"?
Number, as a loveable reality! Hierarchies, proportions, -se-
guences, measuresS..... .accounted for."

Philip Corner

This program is made possible by a grant from the Mayor and
City Council of Baltimore, administered by the Mayor's
Advisory Committee on art and Culture-CityArts Program, and
the National Endowment for the Arts-Washington, D.C., a
Federal Agency. Additional funding was provided by the
Maryland State Arts Council, the C&P Telephone Company,

and the Equitable Trust Company. Technical assistance was
provided by the Maryland Writer's Council, and Radio Station
WBJC-FM.
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Now,

in Downtown Baltimore

after music
after dance
after theatre
after all
« » » afterwords

open early & late
KRAMERBOOKS

@afterwords

The Cafe in Baltimore
518 K. Charles 8t., Just below Mt. Vernon Square, 962-12328

For further information:

New Music Baltimore/Leon Jordan,
5926 Smith Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21209
367-1511

director



