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Publisher’s Preface

This book is a collection of some of the compositions of K.R.T. Wasitodiningrat, formerly known as
K.R.T. Wasitodipuro and familiarly called Pak Cokro. Some of these pieces were written while he was
in Indonesia, others were written during his years of teaching at California Institute of the Arts in Los
Angeles (1971-1992).

Pak Cokro is undeniably one of the most important figures in Javanese music in this century, as
musician, composer, gamelan director, and teacher. Asa composer, Pak Cokro has been responsible
for major developments in Central Javanese gamelan music, particularly in the early days of the
Republic of Indonesia. His multi-part vocals, mixture of themes and techniques from other regional
gamelan styles and experimentation with meters paved the way for generations of experimental
composers (although Pak Cokro has recently he has said he now prefers the classical style).

The pieces in this collection range from fairly traditional Central Javanese styles to pieces for gamelan
and chorus in two or three parts. The notation provides the balungan and the vocal part, whether
mixed chorus, gerong (male chorus) and pesindhen (female soloist) or solo male or female voice. The
copies in this book are copies of other copies that have been in use for a long time by many students;
some of the pages have become difficult to read, but an attempt has been made to add missing
numbers to the ends of lines and clarify some titles. All the notation is in Pak Cokro’s hand, and was
written while he was at Cal Arts, except for Modernisasi Desa and Jaya Manggala Gita ( discussed
extensively in Becker 1980.)

A few of the pieces exist in more than one version. Ladrang Duporo was originally an instrumental
piece written for Lou Harrison’s group at San Jose State University (the title means “nonsense”). Later
at Cal Arts, Pak Cokro re-arranged the piece and added a three-part vocal. Lagu Sopir Becak was
written originally in 1953 for unison chorus; the version here has two parts (the original version is
published in Soundings 6, 1973). Gending Purnomo-siddi, commissioned by Lou Harrison and written
for the Mills College Gamelan, was extensively revised: changes were made to the merong (first
section), new sections were added, the form was redefined and a new text was written. The original
version is presented here (complete score and parts are in American Gamelan Institute, 1992), as well
as the revised version Pak Cokro wrote at Cal Arts.

Most of these pieces were drawn from a larger collection of vocal notation (K.R.T. Wasitodiningrat,
1992) and identified as his compositions by Pak Cokro in April 1992. He has certainly created many
more pieces than are presented here; these were prepared for his American students to study and
perform. This collection needs to be further developed—pieces added, texts translated, versions
collected, etc. In these efforts we invite the contributions and collboration of those who have known
and enjoyed the work of this exceptional artist.

Jody Diamond

American Gamelan Institute
Lebanon, New Hampshire
July 10, 1992
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Editor’s note: In the third gongan, the text for the second half should be a repeat of the first half, since
the vocal melody and the balungan are also repeated. This score shows too few words for the notes
given, perhaps because Pak Cokro did not have enough room to write the entire text on one line. In
performances, the gongan was performed as below (underlined notes are in lower octave.)

161 . 1 6 1 51 61 .1 6 1 2
Ngé suk ngé ngésuk mré né ngé suk ngé ngé suk mro-no

161 . 1 615 1 61 .1 6 1 2
Ngé suk ngé ngésuk mré né ngé suk ngé ngé suk mro-no
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